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2021 is here! Already, the new year has brought us new challenges ranging from an insurrection to an 
impeachment and spikes in infection and hospitalization rates accompanied by a slow roll-out of 
vaccinations. On the other side of this spectrum, we witnessed an inauguration and a competent, ?ready to 
get it done? administration transitioning into their new roles. 

California?s Stay at Home Order closed again many businesses - the seven-week Stay at Home Order 
showed an immediate effect on our City?s sales and hotel taxes revenues. Over the next three months, our 
City staff  will need to balance the existing budget and provide the Council and the community with a 
projection for next year?s budget, which will start on July 1st.

In parallel, our teams are working on plans to reopen our Sports Center, Library, Senior Center and other 
community (park) centers, and possibly the Conference Center. Vaccines and vaccination rates will 
determine when we can return to the new ?normal.? Our opening strategies will be driven by public health 
considerations and by our f inances. In effect, we will be discussing solutions with the Council and the 
community based on what we can afford. These will be tough discussions and even tougher decisions. I trust 
that at the end, we will see the solutions implemented are ref lective of the wishes of our community.

 

A Repor t from the City of Monterey to i ts Citizens and Fr iends

continued, page 2

Cov id -1 9  vaccines t he nex t  b ig  hurd le
- M essag e f rom  t he Ci t y  M anag er

" So m uc h depends on 
vac c ines..."

MPUSD Nurse Melanie, after receiving her first Covid-19 vaccination



So much depends on vaccines, and in response our City staff  is 

engaged on multiple levels in providing support to the Monterey 

County Health Department to organize vaccination events.

Our Peninsula?s Mayors are working very closely and 

collaboratively together to share with the elected County leaders 

our insights, needs and support.

We published a new public outreach platform - 

www.haveyoursaymonterey.org. Currently, the potential 

implementation of commercial cannabis retail operations is the 

main topic presented there. I encourage you to check out the new 

virtual engagement tool. 

Enjoy this edition of our City Focus - there is so much to tell, 

share and ways for you to engage!

2021 is here! Our society has adjusted to living within the 

confinements of a worldwide pandemic. Going forward it is my 

sincere hope that every day will bring us a step closer to return to 

our cherished  ?Monterey Way.? Anda!

City Manager Hans Uslar
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message from the City Manager, continued 

Vaccination registration links, available on the news page of 

monterey.org/ coronavirus:

- Monterey County Health Department Website

- CHOMP Website

http://www.haveyoursaymonterey.org
http://monterey.org/coronavirus
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.chomp.org/coronavirus/vaccine/appointments-75-older
https://www.chomp.org/coronavirus/vaccine/appointments-75-older
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I took my husband to get his first vaccination this morning (Feb. 5, '21) at CSUMB - he is in the current tier 
group, age 75 and older. We signed up earlier in the week on the MCPH Vaccination Registration Page. This is 
the first week they are providing this larger, drive through clinic. It was great! We brought our dog, Finn, along 
for the ride. His ears perked up when he thought he was going on an outdoor adventure. Once we told him it 
was just a car ride, then his expression changed, but he was still happy it wasn't him getting the shot.

Fi rst -hand  account  of  COVID-1 9  vaccinat ion d r ive-t hroug h at  CSUM B
BY PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER LAURIE HUELGA

Finn's excited face as he awaits an 
outdoor adventure

Finn's face when he realizes his adventure 
is only  a car ride,  yet still relieved he's not 

the one getting the shot

The email provided thorough location instructions - LOT 59 off A and 7th streets (SEE MAP). All along the 
way they have A-frames lining the route showing arrows to LOT 59.  Here's a bulleted list of the process we 
experienced:

1. Once we arrived, a representative directed us to the car line, and let us know they have five lanes and the 
process will go fast once we are in. We only waited about 10 - 15 minutes to get to the front of the line. 

(article continued on next page)

https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-registration
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/CSUMB-Lot-59-Map.jpg
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/CSUMB-Lot-59-Map.jpg
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First-hand account, continued

2. After entering the main lot area, staff have iPads to check you in with an ID, ask you COVID-related symptom 
questions, and then direct you to one of the five lanes, very clearly marked. 

3. When you get to the front of your line, another staff member asks your reservation time, checks your name 
off the list, and asks if you've ever had an anaphylactic allergic reaction to any shot in your past, and the 
nurse prepares the shot. 

4. The shot is administered.

5.  After the shot is administered, they give you a vaccination card with instructions and the date for the second  
dose, and they direct you to another section of the lot to sit in your car for 15 minutes to make sure you 
don't have any adverse reaction. 

Staff walk up and down the parking lot aisles and check on everyone waiting. It was really a breeze, and very 
well done. More clinics like this one will continue to be scheduled as vaccine availability increases. The chart 
showing who is currently eligible is available on the same County website. We hope this first-hand account of 
our experience helps you understand the process for when it's your turn. Thank you to all the health care 
workers for working so hard to help get us all vaccinated! We are on our way to defeating COVID-19! 

Email questions to webmaster@monterey.org

https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccines
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Like many local businesses, the City's f inances have been rocked by the pandemic. The majority of City 
revenues come from taxes. The top f ive revenue sources for the City make up 83%  of the total general fund 
- three of those f ive are sales tax, property tax, and hotel tax. The ripple effect is that when business is slow, 
the City's revenue decreases, reducing funding for vital programs and services, and ultimately diminishing 
quality of l ife for residents.  For both f iscal year 2019/20 and 2020/21, the combined estimated General 
Fund COVID-19 revenue deficit is ($34) mill ion --  f iscal year 2019/20 of ($11) mill ion (-14% ) and f iscal 
2020/21 of ($23) mill ion (-28% ).

It 's been nearly a year since the Monterey Conference Center, Monterey Sports Center, Monterey Public 
Library, museums and community centers have been open for full service operations. Consequently, dozens 
of City staff  remain laid off . Of the original 92 positions (68 of those were f il led) that were laid off , we have 
been able to hire back a number of positions, leaving 50 individuals stil l on the layoff l ist. Despite this loss 
in community programs and services, the City of Monterey administrative, public safety including public 
works operations has never closed; some teams are working from home and helping the community 
virtually. 

So where are we right now, and where are we going? 

We are concentrating our f inances on local programs, 
people, and businesses. To help our community get 
through, we have established: 

- Renters eviction protections 
- Rental assistance program 
- Deferred commercial rent
- Local business grants 
- Eliminated permit fee for outdoor seating 

program

Please see the Monterey Responds chart on page 7 for 
details about dollar amounts spent on these programs. 

(article continued on next page)

Finance Corner  - A l l  hands on deck  t o t ack le t he pandem ic' s econom ic 
im pact s

From a local restaurant owner 
about the business grant program

" We've endured m any s t ops and 
s t ar t s , inc lud ing be ing shut  dow n for  
t hree m ont hs... A l l  t he w hi le , w e 've 

fe l t  suppor t ed by t he Ci t y  o f  
Mont erey and apprec iat e  t he ef for t s  

o f  t hose invo lved w i t h  t he Loc al  
Ec onom ic  St im ulus Plan.  We are 
g rat efu l  t o  be do ing bus iness in  a  

p lac e w here sm al l  bus iness is  
ac k now ledged and suppor t ed."

https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MajorProjects/FHRP/FHRP-10Tax-Facts-FINAL.pdf
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The f iscal year runs July 1 - June 30. We have brought regular updates to City Council about the tools we 
have to tackle the budget challenges and balance the budget: 

- Two recent tax init iative successes are two of these tools that will help - Measure G 1/2 cent sales 
tax ($4 mill ion per year) and Measure Y hotel tax increase ($2.8 mill ion per year) -- thank you voters! 

- Coming up:
- Feb. 16 City Council Meeting - A Fiscal Report and Budget Amendments 
- A May Council Meeting - Fiscal Update 
- A May Council Study Session - present the biennual budget for f iscal year 2021/22 and 

2022/23
- A June Council Meeting - approve budget for new f iscal year 

We hope you can join us for these meetings, held virtually and available on YouTube with the option to 
call in and participate during public comment periods. We will be asking residents about program and 
service priorit ies in order to best bring back services post-pandemic that matter most.  We will also be 
reaching out in other ways to get your feedback. Thanks for staying involved to help us bring back city 
programs and services you love!

Finance Corner, continued

Responses from local renters about the emergency rental assistance program

" I 'm  so t hank fu l  for  ever y t h ing t hat  you have done. I  w i l l  never  forget  t he 
k indness, t im e, e f for t  and c are you have show n m e dur ing t hese t roubl ing 

t im es.  Please ac c ept  m y deepest  t hank s. You 're  am azing!"

" I  ran t o  m y husband t h is  a f t er noon w hen I  saw  t h is  m essage. You c annot  
im agine how  m uc h t h is  m eans t o  us. I  m ay s leep t on ight . Fi r s t  t im e in  

m any m ont hs. I?m  so overw helm ed w i t h  g rat i t ude, i t  m eans so m uc h t o  us!! 
Thank  you,t hank  you!"

" Thank  you so m uc h, I  don 't  even k now  w hat  t o  say I  am  just  so happy! 
Th is  m eans t he w or ld  t o  m e! I  rea l l y  apprec iat e  t he c i t y  o f  Mont erey 

prov id ing t h is  for  us, t hank  you...t hank  you so m uc h!"

" Oh m y goodness I?m  so so happy t o  hear  t h is  I  have t ears  in  m y eyes - 
t hank  you, t hank  you. Th is  w hole Covid t h ing has been t he w orse t h ing 

ever. I  w i l l  le t  m y landlord k now . Again t hank  you so m uc h."
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Em erg ency  Rent al  Assist ance Prog ram  updat e

The pandemic has caused a lot of f inancial stress to many. Last 
summer the City created an emergency rental assistance program 
designed to mitigate potential homelessness and displacement of 
existing Monterey residents and workers who are experiencing a 
decrease in household income due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
thus, unable to pay their rent. The City may provide up to a maximum 
of six (6) months of rental assistance. 

The f irst week in February 2021 the City issued 73 payments 
totaling $139,393.32 to cover program participants' February rent. 
This brings the totals numbers as of February 5, 2021 to:

- Number of Assistance Payments Issued: 372
- Number of Households Assisted: 158
- Total Amount of Assistance Issued:  $864,597.87

The City has exhausted the funds for this program, but we are identifying potential City, State, and County 
funding sources to continue this crit ical program. 

Complete program guidelines and applications in English and Spanish are available at 
monterey.org/housing. Or call 831-646-3995, or United Way 2-1-1

M ont erey  Responds - Near ly  a year  of  t he pandem ic and  w e have 
com e a long  w ay

It 's important to record and track the steps we are taking 
to combat the pandemic threat, both to understand the 
communities needs, and to learn and improve our City 
response for future emergencies.

We will continue to track, monitor, adjust, and react to 
help our community get through COVID-19 and the 
resulting economic fallout.

Please take a look at how the City has responded since 
March to the coronavirus - from emergency housing 
assistance, development of an active business and 
economic recovery team, distribution of meals, mask 
mandates, to being just a phone call away for many 
isolated seniors, and much more. 

The City thanks the Monterey Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce, the Community Foundation for Monterey 
County, the United Way of Monterey County, and numerous 
other community partners for their collaboration and 
community support.

Ci t y  of  M ont erey  Responds

http://monterey.org/housing
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/FINAL-COVID19-CoM-Responds-Mar1-Dec31-2020.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/FINAL-COVID19-CoM-Responds-Mar1-Dec31-2020.pdf
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Local  Novem ber  elect ion resul t s 
BY CITY CLERK CLEMENTINE BONNER KLEIN

On December 1, 2020, the City Council off icially declared the November 3, 2020 election results that 
were certif ied by Claudio Valenzuela, Monterey County?s Registrar of Voters.  Monterey?s voters reelected 
Mayor Clyde Roberson for a new two-year term, reelected Councilmembers Dan Albert and Alan Haffa for 
new four-year terms, and approved Measure Y, increasing the City?s Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT, or 
?hotel tax?) from 10%  to 12% .  The TOT is paid by visitors to the City, with 16%  of proceeds going to the 
Neighborhood and Community Improvement Program (NCIP) and 84%  to the City?s General Fund.  Mayor 
Roberson and Councilmembers Albert and Haffa were sworn into off ice for their new terms, and following 
the Council?s annual rotation practice, the Council appointed Councilmember Tyller Will iamson as 
Vice-Mayor for 2021.  Thank you to all the Monterey voters who participated in the process!

View  t he Counc i l?s reso lut ion, 

inc lud ing vot e c ount s  for  eac h 

c andidat e and Measure Y, 

on l ine: I -SEARCH l ink  t o  

Resolut ion No. 20-179 C.S.

Mayor Clyde Roberson

Councilmember Alan Haffa Councilmember Dan Albert

https://monterey.org/Residents/Neighborhoods/Neighborhood-and-Community-Improvement-Program
https://monterey.org/Residents/Neighborhoods/Neighborhood-and-Community-Improvement-Program
https://monterey.org/Residents/Neighborhoods/Neighborhood-and-Community-Improvement-Program
https://monterey.org/Residents/Neighborhoods/Neighborhood-and-Community-Improvement-Program
https://monterey.org/Residents/Neighborhoods/Neighborhood-and-Community-Improvement-Program
https://monterey.org/Residents/Neighborhoods/Neighborhood-and-Community-Improvement-Program
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/
http://isearchmonterey.org/publicaccess/api/Document/AedlbeajbIxjOhmglALoHZ%C3%81rYuCSe22lRHthKXvXEXt%C3%89rVJG9Jd5I5JsIysBh5mbq93SuuZH8QBgUM6TdnxDdIk%3D/


9

I -SEARCH M ont erey  - t he Ci t y ' s pub l ic search eng ine f or  m eet ing  
ag endas, of f i cial  docum ent s, and  records 
BY CITY CLERK CLEMENTINE BONNER KLEIN

You may be familiar with I-SEARCH Monterey as 
the online location to view agendas and packets 
for City Council, Board, Committee, and 
Commission meetings.  

Did you know you can also view signed 
resolutions, ordinances, and minutes on I-SEARCH Monterey?  It?s easy!

1. Using your browser, access http:/ / isearchmonterey.org -- it?s also linked from monterey.org.
2. In the blue bar at the top, select ?Search Documents? to access the public access portal.
3. Choose your search type (minutes, resolutions, or ordinances), and a search term of at least 3 

characters, then click ?Search.?  You can narrow down the results if  you wish, using the additional 
search parameters.  Tip! If  you know the meeting date and want to see every resolution adopted 
that day, enter the meeting date and use ?resolution? as a generic search term.

Please know that documents must be prepared for signature and signed before they are uploaded to the 
portal. Staff  members upload the documents as soon as possible after each meeting for public 
transparency, and are happy to answer your questions in the meantime if  you are looking for a document 
before it is signed and ready to be uploaded.  With questions about a meeting, residents may contact staff  
using the email address at the top of each agenda.  

CITY FOCUS - WINTER 2021

M ont erey  Pol ice Decem ber  M ont h ly  Repor t

The Monterey Police December 
Monthly Report is published. Monthly 
Reports are released approximately 30 
days after the month's end once 
statistical data is verif ied. Each monthly 
edition is a very comprehensive report that includes 
narratives about key topics like COVID-19 Education and 
Enforcement, Patrol information,  and updates from the 
Community Action Team (CAT) and the Multidisciplinary 
Outreach Team (MDOT). There's also staff ing and department 
activity statistics, including reported crimes.

The January Report will be available soon. You can see this 
report as well as past reports on the Monterey Police website 
at monterey.org/police/Get-Informed/Monthly-Reports

http://isearchmonterey.org
http://monterey.org
https://www.monterey.org/police/Get-Informed/Monthly-Reports
https://www.monterey.org/Portals/4/PDFs/MonthlyReports/MPD-Monthly-Report-09-2020.pdf


New  in 2 0 2 1  - Have your  say  M ont erey !  - f eat ured  t op ic, 
com m ercial  cannab is 
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In case you missed it, the City of Monterey in January launched a new public engagement portal to 
compliment the City website and social media sites. Have Your Say Monterey is a new platform that 
empowers residents, business operators, and members to learn from and provide valuable feedback to their 
city government on important policies, programs, and projects taking shape in Monterey. 

Visitors to the dynamic web portal can engage with the City by reading reports, watching videos, asking 
questions, and taking surveys during a time that is most convenient for them. In addition to cannabis, active 
topics include the City?s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Transportation Sea Level Rise Adaptation 
Plan, the North Fremont Transportation Corridor, and more.

Public input received through the interface on topics such as cannabis operations, will be shared with 
decision-makers, including the City Council, staff , and City commissions.

The cannabis survey is open through February 7, but if  you missed sending yours in, there's stil l more 
opportunities to participate. Survey results will be presented and discussed at the February 24 City Council 
Study Session. Community members can join the meeting and provide feedback then.

If  you haven't already, we encourage you to sign up on the new portal at haveyoursaymonterey.org. Let's 
keep the conversations going - your input is important!



' Adap t ing  a 
Threat ened  

Transpor t at ion 
Net w ork  t o  
Sea Level  
Rise'  Plan 

adop t ed  by  
Ci t y  Counci l
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At the February 2 Council 
Meeting, the City Council 
adopted by unanimous vote a 
new sea level rise adaptation 
plan, Adapting a Threatened 
Transportation Network to Sea 
Level Rise. 

The City of Monterey is 
leading the charge by doing 
this type of transportation 
study. Parallel to us, the City 
of Santa Cruz is doing a 
similar study. So the Central 
Coast is taking the lead in 
California. In 2018, the City secured a $212,000 Caltrans grant to study the 
effects of sea level rise on the City's transportation network and develop 
transportation adjustments. 

According to FEMA every $1 spent on natural hazard mitigation reduces related 
future costs by an average of $6. Thus, by adopting this study the City is better 
able to tackle the challenge of sea level rise later.

The key takeaways are that there are solutions to dealing with sea level rise, 
however they are very expensive and they each have drawbacks. We need to 
prepare now for temporary f looding from coastal storms. We need to partner with 
agencies and get approvals for doing beach nourishment to limit beach erosion. 
We need to apply for more funding to conduct a robust benefit-cost analysis to 
help decision-makers decide whether we should 1.) build a sea wall or 2) let the 
sea f lood Del Monte Avenue but build alternative transportation infrastructure 
that will be able to handle all the traff ic rerouted from Del Monte Avenue. 

To stay engaged on this important topic, people can register for the Have Your 
Say Monterey engagement portal. There's a dedicated page on the site for sea 
level rise. The Planning Off ice team will post updates about any grants that we're 
applying for, and people can upload comments any time they want. Case studies, 
reports and this f inal adopted plan will also be posted there and at 
monterey.org/planning.

 Gas leaf  
b low ers 

p rohib i t ed  
on 

resident ial  
lo t s

A new Monterey City Code Ordinance 22-18.1 took effect January 1, 2021 that 
prohibits gas-powered leaf blowers on residential lots. Electric and 
battery-powered leaf blowers are stil l permitted between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. The Monterey City Council approved the recommendation by the 
Community Development Department staff  after much community discussion 
around noise disruption and air pollution emitted from gas blowers in 
neighborhoods. 

Refer to monterey.org/codecompliance for more information.

https://monterey.org/planning
http://isearchmonterey.org/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/ViewDocument/DRAFT-RESO-EXHA-1.PDF.pdf?meetingId=4785&documentType=Agenda&itemId=21577&publishId=15025&isSection=false
http://monterey.org/codecompliance


Traf f i c Eng ineer ing  earns TAM C Ex cel lence Aw ard
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The City of Monterey Traff ic Engineering 
Team received a Transportation Agency of 
Monterey County (TAMC) 2020 
Transportation Excellence Award for the 
Citywide Adaptive Traff ic Control System. 
The Adaptive Control System project 
currently runs on 21 intersections.  It uses 
vehicle detection and artif icial intell igence 
software to respond accurately and 
immediately to real-time traff ic conditions. 

The results are more eff icient use of the 
existing roadway system, including less 
traff ic congestion, reduced travel t ime, and 
safer roads for city residents and more than 4 
mill ion visitors per year. Managing the 
project in-house allowed the City to upgrade 
equipment, install new f iber optic l ines, and 
set up the system software and equipment 
more eff iciently than using outside 
contractors, resulting in an estimated cost 
savings of over $70,000.

The map shows the road sections using the 
technology. Watch the short video below, 
(https://youtu.be/OgQw4_GE_ig) and learn 
more about the City's Traffic Engineering 
projects at monterey.org/traffic.

https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/TAMC-Project-Award-Certificate-Jan2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/TAMC-Project-Award-Certificate-Jan2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/TAMC-Project-Award-Certificate-Jan2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/TAMC-Project-Award-Certificate-Jan2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/Maps/MCH-L-ADAPTIVE2-0204.jpg
https://youtu.be/OgQw4_GE_ig
http://monterey.org/traffic
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/TAMC-Project-Award-Certificate-Jan2021.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgQw4_GE_ig
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/Maps/MCH-L-ADAPTIVE2-0204.jpg
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The Monterey Conference Center has earned an accreditation as a Global 
Biorisk Advisory Council GBAC STAR?  facility. GBAC STAR?  is the cleaning 
industry?s only outbreak prevention, response and recovery accreditation for 
facil it ies. 

GBAC STAR?  is the gold standard of prepared facilit ies and GBAC STAR?  
accreditation means that a facil ity or facil ity service provider has:

- Established and maintained a cleaning, disinfection, and infectious 
disease prevention program to minimize risks associated with infectious 
agents like the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2).

- The proper cleaning protocols, disinfection techniques, and work practices 
in place to combat biohazards and infectious disease.

- Highly informed cleaning professionals who are trained for outbreak and 
infectious disease preparation and response.

In addition, Monterey Conference Center staff  member Tonya Hufford  
completed a certif icate course as a Pandemic Compliance Advisor for Meeting and 
Event Professionals from the Health Education Services Provider. 

The program relies on GBAC?s comprehensive training, which teaches the 
proper protocols, correct disinfection techniques, and cleaning best practices for 
biohazard situations like the novel coronavirus, and requires an annual 
re-accreditation process.

Learn more about the Monterey Conference Center at 
montereyconferencecenter.com

M ont erey  
Conf erence 

Cent er  earns 
GBAC STAR?

Faci l i t y  
Accred i t at ion

and  

st af f  m em ber  
g et s cer t i f ied  
as a Pandem ic 

Com p l iance 
Adv isor

CITY FOCUS - WINTER 2021

Monterey Conference Center 
staff  member Tonya Hufford holding her 
Pandemic Compliance Advisor Certif icate
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Recycl ing  issues dur ing  Cov id -1 9  and  som e solut ions

It 's pretty easy to say that most people are home more and have been for the 
past year due to the pandemic. That's great - as staying at home can help stop 
the spread of the coronavirus and get us all past this disturbing time. That 
said, we are doing some damage to the landfil l with all this staying home. The 
list of chores may be smaller, and your home may be less cluttered and 
cleaner, but we stil l need to be reminded that recycling responsibly is a task 
we must all partake in the 21st century. 

Believe it or not, there are ways to recycle right and ways to recycle wrong. 
For tips on how to do it right, and save the planet, please visit:

- https:/ /www.monterey.org/Services/Community-Development/Sustainability/Recycling
- https:/ /www.recycleacrossamerica.org/ tips-to-recycle-right

A great tool to help you know if  something is recyclable or not is the What Goes Where app, available for IOS 
and Android. What Goes Where app is Monterey County?s guide to help you determine how to recycle 
everyday materials. Plastic containers, pizza boxes, coffee cups, bags, paint ? the app will guide you to 
curbside programs and nearby drop-off  locations to maximize reuse and recycling options. 
https:/ /whatgoeswhere.info/get-the-app/

The Monterey Bay Chapter of the American Public Works Association (APWA) announced a Project of the 
Year award for the USAG Presidio of Monterey/City of Monterey USAG POM Pavement Repair for projects 
under $5 mill ion. The City of Monterey and Presidio of Monterey have an Intergovernmental Support 
Agreement (IGSA),  signed in 2016. The agreement covers operations, maintenance and repair for 2.2 
mill ion square feet of building space in 174 facilit ies in Monterey and 24 in Camp Roberts. These cost 
reimbursement agreements provide the platform for the garrison to access other services provided by the 
city. The agreement is valued at $8.2 mill ion.

The award  will automatically be submitted for a Regional Award (Western States) and then if  successful, 
to the National level. 

More information about APWA is available at http:/ /monterey.apwa.net/
More information about the IGSA agreement is available at montereymodel.org

Pub l ic Work s receives Pro ject  of  t he Year  Aw ard

https://www.monterey.org/Services/Community-Development/Sustainability/Recycling
https://www.recycleacrossamerica.org/tips-to-recycle-right
https://www.recycleacrossamerica.org/tips-to-recycle-right
https://whatgoeswhere.info/get-the-app/
http://monterey.apwa.net/
http://montereymodel.org
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 See the latest Measure S project schedules linked 
below:

- MEASURE S Citywide Sidewalk Phase 5 - 
Downtown and Oldtown areas - Prep work starts 
the week of 2/15 - SCHEDULE

- MEASURE S Citywide Road Rehab.   - Mar Vista 
Dr. (From Mar Vista to Monte Vista), Ramona Ave. 
(Montecito to Fremont), Munras Ave. (Munras to 
Fremont) - SCHEDULE

- MEASURE S Frankl in Street  Storm Drain 
Improvements - SCHEDULE

- MEASURE S Citywide Curb Ramps Phase 3 - 
Downtown -  SCHEDULE

These and other construction project schedules are available 
at monterey.org/ construction. Here are some photos of 
current work.

M easure S st reet , sidew alk , and  st orm  d rain w ork  cont inues

https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MeasureS/Measure-S-Sidewalks-Ph5-3week-Sched.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MeasureS/Monterey-Citywide-Road-Rehab.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MeasureS/Franklin-St-Schedule.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/MeasureS/Measure-S-Curb-Ramps-Ph3-3week-Sched.pdf
http://monterey.org/construction


When the coronavirus pandemic hit, the crisis raised the importance of 
informative and trusted voices. In addition to government websites, 
residents jumped to social media for information, reassurance, 
engagement and guidance from their local governments. 

The City of Monterey is active on many social media sites, including 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Nextdoor and LinkedIn. These 
sites saw a major increase in traff ic and engagement as the City of 
Monterey delivered crit ical public health messages, breaking news and 
updates about City services when in-person interactions were 
suspended. 

Instagram, a photo-sharing social network, received over 4 mill ion 
visits. Facebook post views in 2020 were three times as large as 2019. 
Another success story was YouTube. The City of Monterey used this 
video sharing site to stream public meetings for the f irst t ime, including 
City Council, boards and commissions, and a new biweekly update from 
City Manager Hans Uslar. Residents can ask questions live to the City Manager, who gives updates about 
COVID-19, recent and upcoming City Council decisions, and other programs, policies and projects 
important to our community. Our Recreation Off ice produced over 60 "virtual recreation" videos, including 
group exercise programs from Monterey Sports Center staff  and family cooking demos. Over 900 people 
viewed our videos each day in 2020. Nextdoor, a social network for neighborhoods, allowed us to send 
targeted messages to affected neighborhoods. 

Learn more about our social media program at 
https://monterey.org/City-Hall/Newsroom/Connect-on-Social-Media and connect with us in 2021!
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Find ing  reassurance, connect edness in  ci t y  updat es on social  m ed ia
BY ERIC PALMER, COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH

CITY FOCUS - WINTER 2021

Suppor t  local  businesses even w i t hout  spend ing  m oney

While we never really took our local businesses for granted, 
one of the pandemic's silver l inings is recognizing how much we 
love our favorite local businesses, and how they help make 
Monterey home. 

Here are four quick ways to support those businesses, without 
even spending money:

1. Engage with local businesses on social media
2. Write a review
3. Subscribe to email content
4. Offer word of mouth referrals

A big shout out to local Monterey businesses for all you do to 
make our community so amazing!

Share this postcard and tag your favorite local businesses , and 
your favorite city of course, @CityofMonterey!

https://monterey.org/City-Hall/Newsroom/Connect-on-Social-Media
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/Reports/COO/Social-Media-Analytics-2020.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/4-Ways-to-Support-Local-Businesses.jpg
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/4-Ways-to-Support-Local-Businesses.jpg
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/4-Ways-to-Support-Local-Businesses.jpg
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/4-Ways-to-Support-Local-Businesses.jpg


VIDEO: 
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Dinosaurs Eat  
Thei r  Food?

2 0 2 1  CERT 
t rain ing  &  
Feb ruary  

new slet t er
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https:/ / youtu.be/sBeSNceVED8

See more educat ional  and informat ive 
Monterey Fire Department videos at  montereyf iredept .org

CITY FOCUS - WINTER 2021

The past year has presented unprecedented 
challenges to every part of our communities.  CERT 
is no exception.  During their many deployments in 
the past year, they have required masks, separation 
and conduct visual sign-in.  CERT training has 
occurred in Big Sur, Carmel and Carmel Valley with 
much of the instruction occurring via in-person 
interactive computer based ZOOM.  CERT thanks 
their FEMA Certif ied CERT instructor Isabelle Preti 
for developing quality on-line instruction, supplemented with one day of 
in-person, skil ls training.  Strict COVID-19 safety protocols were always 
followed for the in-person training.

As CERT progresses into 2021, they will continue to follow all recommended 
safety protocols at our deployments - require masks, separation, and sign-in 
visually.  Teams will be sent to assigned operational areas in separate vehicles.  
They work to assure every member responding to a CERT Alert will be 
deployed with a radio for effective communications while maintaining 
distancing.  Equipment is sanitized after use.

Upcoming online CERT training: 
monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CERT/2021/CERT-Online-Training-2021.pdf

February Newsletter: 
monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CERT/2021/CERT-Feb2021.pdf

https://youtu.be/7caPUDqfVOg
http://montereyfiredept.org
http://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CERT/2021/CERT-Online-Training-2021.pdf
http://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CERT/2021/CERT-Feb2021.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7caPUDqfVOg


M ont erey  Recreat ion and  com m uni t y  par t ners f ood  d r ives
SUBMITTED BY INTERIM RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES MANAGER SHANNON LEON
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Monterey Recreation has two regularly scheduled food programs going strong to provide food for families 
and seniors - one drive-through food and produce distribution with the Food Bank for Monterey County, and 
one with Meals on Wheels. The produce distribution has served over 25,000 people and taken over 7,500 
reservations since the pandemic began. The Meals for Seniors program has distributed almost 3,000 meals to 
date. Both programs are taking reservations - get details at monterey.org/ rec or reach out to staff  by email 
montereyrecreation@monterey.org or phone (831) 646-3866.

Many thanks to our community partners, 
Food Bank for Monterey County and Meals on Wheels!

mailto:montereyrecreation@monterey.org


M ont erey  
Recreat ion 

ex pands 
p re-school  
p rog ram s - 

reserve your  
ch i ld  a spot !

BY 
INTERIM RECREATION & 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

MANAGER SHANNON LEON
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The Monterey Recreation Division of the Parks and 
Recreation Department is excited to have preschool 
programs open at both the Hilltop Park Center and El Estero 
Park Center.  Programs are for three to f ive year olds, and 
are scheduled from 9:30am to 12:30pm or 10:00 am to 1:00 
pm Tuesdays through Fridays with strict COVID-19 protocols 
in place. 

While the current programs are almost full, if  you are interested in getting 
your child on a wait l ist for additional programs opening this summer and the 
following school year, please email montereyrecreation@monterey.org or call 
and leave a message at (831) 646-3866. Time for some fun!

mailto:montereyrecreation@monterey.org
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Out door  ex ercise is essent ial !
BY MONTEREY SPORTS CENTER MANAGER DR. ANDREA WILLER

The California Department of Public health deems outdoor recreation as an 
essential service, even during the most recent Stay at Home Order, and we could not 
agree more! To promote and protect the physical, mental, and emotional well-being 
of our community, the Monterey Sports Center will continue outdoor Group Exercise 
classes on our beautiful Sun Deck.  

Worried about crowds? Don?t be! 93.5%  of participants feel safe taking classes 
because we maintain at least 10? of physical distance. Worried about sharing 
equipment?  No need! 96.7%  of participants feel safe because equipment is never shared and always 
cleaned and sanitized after every class.  Guess what? 93.5%  of all participants report feeling ?Very Safe? 
attending outdoor group exercise classes at the Monterey Sports Center!

Check out the schedule to f ind your favorite class and instructor, 
monterey.org/Portals/2/PDFs/Outdoor-Group-Ex-Schedule.pdf  

All memberships and passes are currently frozen so preregistration and payment are required. Classes 
are just $8 each. Register online at montereysportscenter.org.  

If  you have additional suggestions on how we can best serve you, please email the Sports Center 
Manager at willer@monterey.org. We look forward to seeing you back at the Sports Center soon.

CITY FOCUS - WINTER 2021

https://www.monterey.org/Portals/2/PDFs/Outdoor-Group-Ex-Schedule.pdf
http://montereysportscenter.org
mailto:willer@monterey.org
https://www.monterey.org/Portals/2/PDFs/Outdoor-Group-Ex-Schedule.pdf
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Book s in  t he hands of  careg ivers and  k ids
BY MONTEREY PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER KIM SMITH

The pandemic has caused signif icant disruption 
to schools and families, and placed in-person 
educational l ibrary programs on hold. The vast 

array of online learning options can be overwhelming, and there is 
concern that new learning formats can lead to screen fatigue. 
Monterey Public Library is working to put books into the hands of 
caregivers and kids, in fact 40%  of the items being checked out in 
recent months are for kids. 

Our Friends and Foundation raised funds through the Monterey 
County Gives campaign and thanks to the generous support of our 
community we will be adding more new books to our collection, 
continuing to offer Homework Help Now, our free online homework 
tutoring service, plus adding additional staff ing support from 
friendly youth librarians, ready to answer your questions and 
recommend books. 

Also from January 28th ? March 9th is the return of our Winter 
Reading Program for kids! Pick up a reading log, snuggle up and read for six hours, and then come pick up a 
prize book! Monterey Public Library has always partnered with schools and families to inspire and educate 
our community?s children. While many uncertainties exist, families can continue to rely on this trusted 
institution for easy access to books, expert staff  and guidance through the maze of online services.  

Help  t he Lib rary  and  
help  t he com m uni t y  dur ing  

t h is st rug g l ing  t im e. 
LIBRARY WISH LIST

Popular  Chocolat e &  Wine event  g oes v i r t ual  t h is year

The Monterey Public Library Friends and Foundation invite 
you to the library's annual Chocolate and Wine fundraiser. 
It is a virtual event this year, so you can enjoy tasting and 
sipping from the comfort of your home, February 27th from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

See the f lyer for details and to sign up.

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KWRX83PU0TN4?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KWRX83PU0TN4?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KWRX83PU0TN4?ref_=wl_share
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/CW-Flyer-2021.pdf
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M ont erey  2 5 0  is past , but  you can st i l l  order  
m em orab i l ia
BY ERIC PALMER, COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH

Before the coronavirus pandemic upended our lives, the City of Monterey looked forward 
to 2020. The year marked our "sestercentennial" and a committee of City staff , residents 

and business leaders brainstormed ways to celebrate this historic milestone. Throughout our 250th 
anniversary year, we had planned year-long community celebrations. The Old Gray Mare, the Monterey Fire 
Department's 100+ year old f ire engine, was featured in the world-famous Rose Parade on New Year's Day 
to help promote the events. In February, the Monterey Conference Center kicked it off  with a creative, 
pop-up mini golf  course with holes created by local businesses and organizations and City of Monterey 
departments.

When the pandemic hit, the City of Monterey had to turn its attention to responding to this crisis. 
Because we could not celebrate as a community, we looked at ways to recognize this milestone virtually. 
We collected stories from residents and shared them on our Monterey 250 website. Colorful 
commemorative banners decorated city streets. We created a playlist of historic documentary videos on 
our YouTube page. KSBW aired a special news series on Monterey 250, with segments about the military 
and f ishing industry. Our most special and historic event was the virtual gathering of our four l iving 
mayors. Spanning f ive generations, the discussion included Mayor Clyde Roberson, Dan Albert Sr., Peter 
Coniglio and Chuck Della Sala. Over 1,700 people have watched these community leaders reminisce about 
important moments and decisions in the history of Monterey. 

From 1770 to 2020, the City of Monterey has had a colorful and storied history. In addition to our natural 
beauty, our history and historic landmarks are part of what makes our community special. Take a look back 
at the virtual Monterey 250 celebration with the mayors, on YouTube and monterey250.org. Posters, hats, 
and t-shirts are stil l available to purchase with cash or check only. Email webmaster@monterey.org to 
place an order, and we arrange pickup in front of the Library.

CITY FOCUS - WINTER  2021

 Merc handise is  $20 eac h 

inc lud ing t ax . Em ai l  

w ebm ast er@m ont erey.org t o  

p lac e your  order  and sc hedule 

p ic k  up in  f ront  o f  t he 

Mont erey Publ ic  L ibrar y

http://monterey250.org
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In case you missed it , see our holiday video featuring local musician Bailey McEachen on 
youtube.com/ cityofmonterey - wonderful to watch anytime

Wat ch f or  t he sp r ing  issue com ing  in  lat e Ap r i l

mailto:MontereySuggest@monterey.org
http://www.monterey.org/cityfocus
https://youtu.be/S5SeknEv8JY
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